AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
The claims relating to the above-captioned patent application, as amended herein and with 
the status thereof, are as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A load/unload ramp assembly that is interconnectable 
5 with a base plate of a disk drive, wherein said load/unload ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first free end and a first fixed 
end, wherein said first base plate attachment cantilever is configured such that said first free end is 
separated firom an underlying portion of the base plate by a first open space when said load/unload 
ramp is initially positioned on the base plate, w herein said first base plate attachment cantilever is 

1 0 configured and positioned such that a shaft of a fastener can pass by said first base plate attachment 
cantilever and into engagement with the base plate, and such that reducing a spacing between a head 
of the fastener ean -and the base plate causes the head to exert a force on said first base plate 
attachment cantilever to deflect sai d first free end of said first base plate attachment cantilever 
through the first open space, t oward the base plat e, and at least generally about said first fixed end so 

15 as to a ttd-direct said load/unload ramp assembly into forcible engagement with the base plate-when 
said load/unload ramp ass e mbly is install e d on th e bas e plato . 

2. (Currently Amended) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 1 , 
wherein said ramp body further comprises at least one aperture shel f that is dispos e d about said 
fa s t e ner ap e rtur e, wherein said at least one aperture shelf is recessed relative to an upper surface of 

2 0 said first base plate attachment cantilever. 
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3. (Currently Amended) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 2, 
further comprising a second base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a second free end and a 
second fixed end, wherein said second free end is separated from an underlying portion of the base 
plate by a second open space when said load/unload ramp is initially positioned on the base plate, 

5 wherein said first and second free ends are disposed in spaced relation to define at least part of a 
fastener aperture, wherein the shaft of the fastener can pass through said fastener apertur e and into 
engagement with the base plate such that - agid-the head of the fastener eaa-exerts a force on said first 
and second base plate attachment cantilevers to deflect said first and second free ends of said first 
and second base plate attachment cantilever s, respectively, through said first and second open spaces, 

10 respectively, toward the base plat e, and at least generally about said first and second fixed ends, 
respectively, so as to thereby direct said load/unload ramp assembly into forcible engagement with 
the base plate wh e n said load/unload romp ass e mbly is installed on the bas e plat e, wherein said first 
and second base plate attachment cantilevers are disposed in opposing relation, and wherein said at 
least one aperture shelf comprises first and second aperture shelves that are disposed in opposing 

15 relation. 

4. (Original) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 3, wherein said 
first and second base plate attachment cantilevers are disposed about said fastener aperture such that 
an imaginary line connecting said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers is perpendicular 
to an imaginary line connecting said first and second aperture shelves. 

2 0 5. (Currently Amended) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 1 , 

further comprising a second base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a second free en d and a 
second fixed end, wherein said second free end is separated from an underlying portion of the base 
plate by a second open space when said load/unload ramp is initially positioned on the base plate, 
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wherein said first and second fi-ee ends are disposed in spaced relation to define at least part of a 
fastener aperture, wherein the shaft of the fastener can pass through said fastener aperture and into 
engagement with the base plate such that t he head of the fastener eaft-exerts a force on said first and 
second base plate attachment cantilevers to deflect first and second fi-ee ends of said first and second 
base plate attachment cantilevers respectively, through said first and second open spaces, 
respectively, toward the base plate , and at least generally about said first and second fixed ends, 
respectively, and so us to thereby direct said load/unload ramp assembly into forcible engagement 
with the base plat e wh e n said load/unload ramp ass e mbly is install e d on th e bas e plat e. 

6. (Original) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein said 
first base plate attachment cantilever comprises at least one fastener head contact protrusion disposed 
on an upper surface of said first base plate attachment cantilever. 

7. (Original) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 6, wherein each 
said fastener head contact protrusion on said first base plate attachment cantilever is disposed at least 
generally at said first fi-ee end, 

8 . (Original) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 6, wherein said 
first base plate attachment cantilever comprises a pair of said fastener head contact protrusions. 

9. (Original) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 1, wherein an 
upper surface of said first base plate attachment cantilever is disposed in at least substantially 
horizontal relation when said load/unload ramp assembly is installed on the base plate. 

1 0. (Original) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein said 
first base plate attachment cantilever comprises a lower surface, wherein said lower surface of said 
first base plate attachment cantilever extends at least generally upwardly progressing toward said 
first fi-ee end of said first base plate attachment cantilever. 


1 1 . (Original) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein said 
ramp body further comprises at least one base plate alignment post* 

12. (Original) A load/unload ramp assembly, as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein said 
ramp body is fabricated from plastic. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away from said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first free end 

and a first fixed end : and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said first free end of said first base 
plate attachment cantilever is separated from an underlying portion of said base plate by a first open 
space when said load/xmload ramp is initially positioned on said base plate and prior to engagement 
of said fastener with said base plate, w herein said shaft of said fastener extends past said first base 
plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is se cur e ly d isposed within said 
fastener receptacle of said base plate , wherein decreasing a spacing between said head of said 
fastener and said base plate causes suoh that said head of said fastener tCLexerts a force on said first 
base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first free end of said first base plate attachment 
cantilever through said first open space, t oward said base plate^ and at least generally about said first 
fixed end of said first base plate attachment cantilever so as t o reduce a magnitude of said first open 


space and i a-tem-force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly into engagement with 
said first surface of said base plate. 

14. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said base plate 
further comprises first and second mounting pads disposed on said first surface of said base plate. 
5 15. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 1 4, wherein said first and second 

mounting pads are recessed relative to said boss of said base plate. 

16. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 1 4, wherein said first and second 
mounting pads are disposed in opposing relation. 

1 7 . (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 1 6, wherein said boss of said base 
10 plate is disposed between said first and second mounting pads. 

1 8 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 1 4, fiirther comprising 
a second base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a second firee end and a second fixed end , 
wherein said second fi'ee end is separated firom an underlving portion of said base plate bv a second 
open space when said load/imload ramp is initially positioned on said base plate and prior to 

1 5 engagement of said fastener with said base plate, w herein said first and second firee ends are disposed 
in spaced relation to define at least part of a fastener aperture, wherein said shaft of said fastener 
passes through said fastener aperture of said load/unload ramp assembly and said head of said 
fastener exerts a force on said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers to deflect first and 
second free ends of said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers , respectively, through said 

2 0 first and second open spaces, respectively, toward said base plate , and at least generally about said 
first and second fixed ends, respectively, so as to reduce a magnitude of said first and second open 
spaces and in tum force said bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly into engagement 
with said first surface of said base plate. 
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1 9. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 1 8, wherein said first and second 
mounting pads are disposed about said boss of said base plate such that an imaginary line connecting 
said first and second mounting pads is perpendicular to an imaginary line connecting said first and 
second base plate attachment cantilevers of said load/unload ramp assembly. 

20. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 18, wherein said ramp body 
further comprises at least one aperture shelf that is disposed about said fastener aperture, wherein 
said at least one aperture shelf is recessed relative to an upper surface of each of said first and second 
base plate attachment cantilevers, and wherein said at least one aperture shelf overlays at least one of 
said first and second mounting pads. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 1 3, wherein said ramp 
body further comprises at least one aperture shelf that is disposed about said fastener 
ap e rtur e r eceptacle . wherein said at least one aperture shelf is recessed relative to an upper surface of 
said first base plate attachment cantilever. 

22 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 2 1 , further comprising 
a second base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a second fi*ee en d and a second fixed end, 
wherein said second fi-ee end is separated firom an underlying portion of said base plate bv a second 
open space when said load/xmload ramp is initially positioned on said base plate and prior to 
engagement of said fastener with said base plate, w herein said first and second fi-ee ends are disposed 
in spaced relation to define at least part of a fastener aperture, wherein said shaft of said fastener 
passes through said fastener aperture of said load/unload ramp assembl y such that - and-said head of 
said fastener exerts a force on said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers to deflect said 
first and second fii'ee ends of said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers , respectively, 
through said first and second open spaces, respectively, toward said base plat e, and at least generally 


about said first and second fixed ends, respectively, to reduce a magnitude of said first and second 
open spaces and in turn force said bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly into 
engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said first and second base plate 
attachment cantilevers are disposed in opposing relation, and wherein said at least one aperture shelf 
comprises first and second aperture shelves that are disposed in opposing relation. 

23 . (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 22, wherein said first and second 
base plate attachment cantilevers are disposed about said fastener aperture such that an imaginary 
line connecting said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers is perpendicular to an 
imaginary line connecting said first and second aperture shelves. 

24. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said first base plate 
attachment cantilever comprises at least one fastener head contact protrusion disposed on an upper 
surface of said first base plate attachment cantilever. 

25. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 24, wherein each said fastener 
head contact protrusion on said first base plate attachment cantilever is disposed at least generally at 
said first fi'ee end. 

26. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 24, wherein said first base plate 
attachment cantilever comprises a pair of said fastener head contact protrusions. 

27. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein an upper surface of 
said first base plate attachment cantilever is substantially parallel with said first surface of said base 
plate. 

28. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said first base plate 
attachment cantilever comprises a lower surface, wherein said lower surface of said first base plate 
attachment cantilever extends at least generally upwardly progressing toward said first fi-ee end of 


said first base plate attachment cantilever. 

29. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said base plate 
further comprises at least one alignment hole. 

30. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 29, wherein said at least one 
5 alignment hole comprises first and second alignment holes, wherein said boss of said base plate is 

disposed between said first and second alignment holes of said base plate. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 3029, wherein said 
bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly comprises at least one alignment post configured 
to fit into a complimentarily shaped said at least one alignment hole of said base plate. 

10 32. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 31, wherein said at least one 

alignment post comprises a cross-sectional configuration selected fi'om the group consisting of 
circular, oval, and quadrilateral. 

33. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said base plate 
comprises first and second ahgnment holes disposed on opposite sides of said boss, wherein said 

15 base plate also comprises first and second mounting pads disposed on opposite sides of said boss, 
and wherein a first imaginary line connecting said first and second alignment holes is substantially 
perpendicular to a second imaginary line connecting said first and second mounting pads. 

34. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein a lower surface of 
said head of said fastener is seated on an upper surface of said boss of said base plate. 

2 0 35. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 1 3, wherein a lower surface of 

said head of said fastener deflects said first base plate attachment cantilever into forcible engagement 
with underlying portions of said first surface of said base plate. 


-9- 


36. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said fastener exerts 
an axial force within a range of about 25 pounds up to about 400 pounds on said boss of said base 
plate. 

37. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said fastener exerts 
an axial force within a range of about 100 pounds up to about 200 pounds on said boss of said base 
plate. 

38. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said fastener exerts 
an axial force within a range of about 1 pound up to about 10 pounds on said first base plate 
attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly. 

39. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 13, wherein said first base plate 
attachment cantilever deflects fi-om about 4 mils to about 8 mils due to the force exerted by said head 
of said fastener. 

40. (Original) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 1 3, further comprising a second 
base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a second free end and a second fixed end, wherein 
said second free end is separated from an underlving portion of said base plate bv a second open 
space when said load/unload ramp is initiallv positioned on said base plate and prior to engagement 
of said fastener with said base plate, wherein said first and second free ends are disposed in spaced 
relation to define at least part of a fastener aperture, wherein said shaft of said fastener passes 
through said fastener aperture of said load/unload ramp assembly and -such that said head of said 
fastener exerts a force on said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers to deflect said first 
and second free ends of said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers , respectivelv. through 
said first and second open spaces, respectivelv, toward said base plat e, and at least generallv about 
said first and second fixed ends, respectivelv, to in-tttfft -reduce a magnitude of said first and second 
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open spaces and force said bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly into engagement with 
said first surface of said base plate ^, wher e in said first and s e cond bas e plat e attachment cantilev e rs 
ar e dispos e d in opposing r e lation. 

41-50. (Canceled) 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive comprising: 
a base plate; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantileve r comprising a first free end and 

a first fixed end ; and 

a fastener engaged with said base plate, engaged with said first base plate attachment 
cantilever, and movable from a first position to a second position, wherein said first free end of said 
first base plate attachment cantilever is in spac e d r e lation to separated from an underlying portion of 
said base plate bv first open space w hen said fastener is in said first position, and wherein said first 
free end of said first base plate attachment cantilever is deflected through said first open space, 
toward said base plate, and at least generallv about said first fixed end of said first base plate 
attachment cantilever into engagem e nt with said bas e plat e wh e n so as to reduce a magnitude of said 
first open space and force said load/unload ramp assembly into engagement with said base plate bv 
moving said fastener from said first position to i s-in-said second position. 

52. (Previously Presented) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 51, wherein said 
base plate comprises a raised boss, wherein said raised boss comprises a fastener receptacle, wherein 
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said fastener extends within said fastener receptacle. 

53 . (Previously Presented) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 52, wherein said first 
base plate attachment cantilever extends toward, but not to, a sidewall of said raised boss. 

54. (Previously Presented) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 52, wherein said 
fastener exerts a first axial force on said raised boss and a second axial force on said first base plate 
attachment cantilever, wherein said first axial force is greater than said second axial force. 

55. (Previously Presented) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 52, wherein said 
fastener exerts a first axial force on said raised boss within a range of about 25 pounds to about 400 
pounds, and exerts a second axial force on said first base plate attachment cantilever within a range 
of about 1 pound to about 10 pounds. 

56. (Currently Amended) A disk drive, as claimed, as claimed in Claim 51, 
wherein said base plate comprises first and second alignment holes and said ramp body comprises 
first and second alignment pins disposed within said first and second alignment holes, respectively. 

5 7 . (Previously Presented) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 5 1 , wherein said first 
base plate attachment cantilever is at least generally wedge-shaped. 

5 8 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 5 1 , wherein said ramp 
body fiirther comprises a second base plate attachment cantileve r that comprises a second firee end 
and a second fixed end , wherein said second firee end is separated firom an underlving portion of said 
base plate by a second open space when said fastener is in said first position, and wherein said 
fastener simultaneously engages both said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers when 
said fastener is moved fi-om said first position to said second position , and wherein said first and 
second fi-ee ends of said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers, respectively, are deflected 
through said first and second open spaces, respectively, toward said base plate, and at least generally 
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about said first and second fixed ends, respectively, to reduce a magnitude of said first and second 
open spaces and force said load/unload ramp assembly into engagement with said base plate by 
moving said fastener fi-om said first position to said second position, wher e in said s e cond bas e 
attachm e nt cantil e v e r is in spac e d r e lation to said bas e plat e when said fasten e r is in said first 
position, and wh e rein said s e cond bas e plate attachm e nt cantil e ver is d e fl e ct e d into engag e m e nt with 
said base plat e when said fast e n e r is in said s e cond position. 

59. (Previously Presented) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 58, wherein said first 
and second base plate attachment cantilevers are disposed in opposing relation and separated by a 
gap, wherein said fastener comprises a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft extends through said gap 
to engage said base plate, and wherein said head of said fastener is larger than said gap so as to 
simultaneously engage each of said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers. 

60. (Previously Presented) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 58, wherein said 
base plate fiirther comprises first and second raised pads engaged with said ramp body, wherein said 
first and second raised pads and said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers are equally 
spaced about said fastener, with said first and second raised pads being disposed between said first 
and second base plate attachment cantilevers proceeding in opposite directions about said fastener. 

6 1 . (New) A load/unload ramp assembly that is interconnectable with a base plate 
of a disk drive, wherein said load/unload ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first free end, wherein a 
fastener can pass by said first base plate attachment cantilever such that a head of the fastener can 
exert a force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
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cantilever toward the base plate and direct said load/unload ramp assembly into forcible engagement 
with the base plate when said load/unload ramp assembly is installed on the base plate, wherein said 
first base plate attachment cantilever comprises at least one fastener head contact protrusion disposed 
on an upper surface of said first base plate attachment cantilever, and wherein said first base plate 
attachment cantilever comprises a pair of said fastener head contact protrusions. 
62. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away fi*om said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle, wherein said base plate fiirther comprises 
first and second mounting pads disposed on said first surface of said base plate, wherein said first 
and second mounting pads are disposed in opposing relation, and wherein said boss of said base plate 
is disposed between said first and second mounting pads; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first free end; 

and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in tum force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate. 
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63 . (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away from said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle, and wherein said base plate further 
comprises first and second mounting pads disposed on said first surface of said base plate; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 
a load/unload ramp; 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first free end; 

and 

a second base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a second free 
end, wherein said first and second free ends are disposed in spaced relation to define at least part of a 
fastener aperture; and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in turn force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said fastener passes through said 
fastener aperture of said load/imload ramp assembly and said head of said fastener exerts a force on 
said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers to deflect said first and second base plate 
attachment cantilevers toward said base plate to in tum force said bottom surface of said load/unload 
ramp assembly into engagement with said first surface of said base plate. 
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64. (New) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 63, wherein said first and second 
mounting pads are disposed about said boss of said base plate such that an imaginary line connecting 
said first and second mounting pads is perpendicular to an imaginary line connecting said first and 
second base plate attachment cantilevers of said load/unload ramp assembly. 

65. (New) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 63, wherein said ramp body further 
comprises at least one aperture shelf that is disposed about said fastener aperture, wherein said at 
least one aperture shelf is recessed relative to an upper surface of each of said first and second base 
plate attachment cantilevers, and wherein said at least one aperture shelf overlays at least one of said 
first and second mounting pads. 

66. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away firom said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 
a load/unload ramp; 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first fi-ee end; 

at least one aperture shelf that is disposed about said fastener 
receptacle, wherein said at least one aperture shelf is recessed relative to an upper surface of said first 
base plate attachment cantilever; and 

a second base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a second fi-ee 
end, wherein said first and second fi*ee ends are disposed in spaced relation to define at least part of a 
fastener aperture; and 
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a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
5 cantilever toward said base plate to in tum force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said fastener passes through said 
fastener aperture of said load/unload ramp assembly and said head of said fastener exerts a force on 
said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers to deflect said first and second base plate, 
attachment cantilevers toward said base plate to in tum force said bottom surface of said load/unload 
10 ramp assembly into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said first and 
second base plate attachment cantilevers are disposed in opposing relation, and wherein said at least 
one aperture shelf comprises first and second aperture shelves that are disposed in opposing relation. 

67. (New) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 66, wherein said first and second 
base plate attachment cantilevers are disposed about said fastener aperture such that an imaginary 

15 line connecting said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers is perpendicular to an 
imaginary line connecting said first and second aperture shelves. 

68. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away firom said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 
20 a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 

ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 
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a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first fi^ee end, 
wherein said first base plate attachment cantilever comprises at least one fastener head contact 
protrusion disposed on an upper surface of said first base plate attachment cantilever; and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in tum force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate. 

69. (New) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 68, wherein each said fastener head 
contact protrusion on said first base plate attachment cantilever is disposed at least generally at said 
first fi-ee end. 

70. (New) A disk drive, as claimed in Claim 68, wherein said first base plate 
attachment cantilever comprises a pair of said fastener head contact protrusions. 

7 1 . (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away fi-om said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle, wherein said base plate comprises first 
and second aUgnment holes disposed on opposite sides of said boss, wherein said base plate also 
comprises first and second mounting pads disposed on opposite sides of said boss, and wherein a 
first imaginary line connecting said first and second alignment holes is substantially perpendicular to 
a second imaginary line connecting said first and second mounting pads; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

-18- 


a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first free end; 

and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in tum force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate. 

72. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away from said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first free end; 

and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
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cantilever toward said base plate to in turn force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein a lower surface of said head of 
said fastener is seated on an upper surface of said boss of said base plate. 

73. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away from said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first free end; 

and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in tum force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said fastener exerts an axial force 
within a range of about 25 pounds up to about 400 pounds on said boss of said base plate. 

74. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away from said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 


ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first fi-ee end; 

and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
5 past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in turn force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said fastener exerts an axial force 
10 within a range of about 100 poxmds up to about 200 pounds on said boss of said base plate. 
75. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away from said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
15 ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first fi'ee end; 

and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 


disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in turn force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said fastener exerts an axial force 
within a range of about 1 pound up to about 10 pounds on said first base plate attachment cantilever 
of said load/imload ramp assembly. 

76. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away fi-om said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first fi-ee end; 

and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said first base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in turn force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said first base plate attachment 
cantilever deflects firom about 4 mils to about 8 mils due to the force exerted by said head of said 
fastener. 
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77. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate comprising a first surface and a boss projecting away from said first 
surface, wherein said boss comprises a fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 
a load/unload ramp; 

a first base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a first firee end; 

and 

a second base plate attachment cantilever that comprises a second fi:ee 
end, wherein said first and second fi"ee ends are disposed in spaced relation to define at least part of a 
fastener aperture; and 

a fastener comprising a head and a shaft, wherein said shaft of said fastener extends 
past said first base plate attachment cantilever of said load/unload ramp assembly and is securely 
disposed within said fastener receptacle of said base plate such that said head of said fastener exerts a 
force on said fu-st base plate attachment cantilever to deflect said first base plate attachment 
cantilever toward said base plate to in turn force a bottom surface of said load/unload ramp assembly 
into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said fastener passes through said 
fastener aperture of said load/unload ramp assembly and said head of said fastener exerts a force on 
said first and second base plate attachment cantilevers to deflect said first and second base plate 
attachment cantilevers toward said base plate to in tum force said bottom surface of said load/unload 
ramp assembly into engagement with said first surface of said base plate, wherein said first and 
second base plate attachment cantilevers are disposed in opposing relation. 
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78. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate, wherein said base plate comprises a raised boss, wherein said raised boss 
comprises a fastener receptacle, wherein said fastener extends within said fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 
a first base plate attachment cantilever; and 
a fastener engaged with said base plate, engaged with said first base plate attachment 
cantilever, and movable from a first position to a second position, wherein first base attachment 
cantilever is in spaced relation to said base plate when said fastener is in said first position, and 
wherein said first base plate attachment cantilever is deflected into engagement with said base plate 
when said fastener is in said second position, wherein said fastener exerts a first axial force on said 
raised boss and a second axial force on said first base plate attachment cantilever, wherein said first 
axial force is greater than said second axial force. 

79. (New) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate, wherein said base plate comprises a raised boss, wherein said raised boss 
comprises a fastener receptacle, wherein said fastener extends within said fastener receptacle; 

a load/unload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 

a load/unload ramp; and 

a first base plate attachment cantilever; and 
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a fastener engaged with said base plate, engaged with said first base plate attachment 
cantilever, and movable from a first position to a second position, wherein first base plate attachment 
cantilever is in spaced relation to said base plate when said fastener is in said first position, and 
wherein said first base plate attachment cantilever is deflected into engagement with said base plate 
when said fastener is in said second position, wherein said fastener exerts a first axial force on said 
raised boss within a range of about 25 poimds to about 400 pounds, and exerts a second axial force 
on said first base plate attachment cantilever within a range of about 1 pound to about 10 pounds. 

80. (Previously Presented) A disk drive comprising: 

a base plate; 

a load/xmload ramp assembly disposed on said base plate, wherein said load/unload 
ramp assembly comprises: 

a ramp body that comprises: 
a load/unload ramp; 

a first base plate attachment cantilever; and 
a second base plate attachment cantilever; and 
a fastener engaged with said base plate, engaged with said first base plate attachment 
cantilever, and movable from a first position to a second position, wherein first base plate attachment 
cantilever is in spaced relation to said base plate when said fastener is in said first position, and 
wherein said first base plate attachment cantilever is deflected into engagement with said base plate 
when said fastener is in said second position, wherein said fastener simultaneously engages both said 
first and second base plate attachment cantilevers, wherein said second base plate attachment 
cantilever is in spaced relation to said base plate when said fastener is in said first position, and 
wherein said second base plate attachment cantilever is deflected into engagement with said base 


plate when said fastener is in said second position, wherein said base plate further comprises first and 
second raised pads engaged with said ramp body, wherein said first and second raised pads and said 
first and second base plate attachment cantilevers are equally spaced about said fastener, with said 
first and second raised pads being disposed between said first and second base plate attachment 
5 cantilevers proceeding in opposite directions about said fastener. 
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